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Marsh House Avenue
Billingham
Stockton-On-Tees
TS23 3HB
Tel: 01642 566369
Email: bishoptonpru@sbcschools.org.uk
www.bishoptoncentre.org.uk 

 
          										

26th March 2020

Parents/Carers

Re: Coronavirus update – school closure to most pupils

Following on from my last update, and our announcement that we had been instructed to close the school to most pupils until further notice, I wish to update you with our plans for the coming week.

Opening times

Bishopton PRU will be open 10am – 1pm for pupils of “key workers” (e.g. NHS staff, police, others in frontline services) and vulnerable children including those with EHCPs or support from a social worker, as advised by the Government. 

We have a small number of key staff in school every day 9.30am-1.30pm who will continue to be in touch via telephone conversations every day and home visits where appropriate. Staff will also continue to work with the Local Authority and other agencies to offer support to you during this time. The Government have clarified key workers on the following link: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision

Please read carefully and notify us if you wish to discuss further.

All other children will need to stay at home, so we ask that you do not send your child into school. If you are a key worker but are in a position to keep your child at home, then please do so.

Please note that this is a national closure – as you may have heard in the news – so while it is a challenging situation, we are not alone. We will re-open fully as soon as we can and will let you know when this is by telephone call, letter and through our website and social media page.

As we understand it, the reason why schools have been instructed to close is a precursor to the whole population being asked to socially isolate to protect the elderly and people with serious medical conditions. Please ensure your child adheres to this. 

There is no point in shutting schools unless the students and parents stay at home apart from essential food shopping and non-social exercise. We have been endeavouring to convey this message to students, without causing undue alarm; and will continue to update the school website and Facebook page with guidance, advice and support. 

Learning whilst not in school 

Your child’s learning is of course important to us, so we will continue to help your child to learn. Work packs have been delivered to your home address and more will be sent out at regular intervals. You can also check our school website and Facebook page for links to educational resources and you are welcome to message the school Facebook page, ring into school or email school for support and advice. 

Free School Meals

If your child usually receives Free School Meals, you can continue to access this.  Stockton Council Catering are providing a large number of packed lunches which will be distributed to the 4 family hubs. Families are able to visit a hub and pick up a free packed lunch to take away. Hubs are open 11.30-2.00pm. There are also a network of voluntary organisations who are helping to distribute food to 14 other locations from each hub, mainly schools.

For further information, please contact HelpPoint on 01642 527225 or your nearest Family Hub:

· Billingham Family Hub:  01642 524731
· Redhill Family Hub:  01642 527224
· Stockton Family Hub:  01642 528977
· Thornaby Family Hub:  01642 528947

Locations of Hubs can be found here:

www.stockton.gov.uk/children-and-young-people/family-hubs/


Examinations 

The news that GCSE examinations have been cancelled has understandably raised a number of questions, many of which we are unable to answer currently. We have suggested to all students that they continue to revise, and complete work set by their teacher, as this will be used to assess their current level and ultimately award them with a GCSE grade.  All students can be reassured that we will do our utmost to ensure that their hard work will be adequately rewarded. 


Thank you again for your continued support, and we will be in touch with more information when we can. Please know that we are doing all we can to support you and continue to be available in any way we can. 

Kind regards, 


Emily Carr 




	
	
We are committed to safeguarding all children in our care, which is paramount in all that we practice and deliver
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