1

[image: image1.png]Transforming Hves and 45/1[6%/@\2‘5'//%355




Forced Marriage Policy

	Date:


	January 2021

	Date approved by Management Committee:
	January 31st 2021

	Signature of Chair of Management Committee
	Sue Cain

	To be reviewed:
	Annually




This policy provides information for professionals for protecting the victims or potential victims of forced marriage and should be read alongside Child Protection, Keeping Children Safe in Education and Single Equality Scheme.
Overview
A forced marriage is where one or both people do not (or in cases of people with learning or physical disabilities), cannot consent to the marriage but are forced into it through physical and/or emotional abuse.
It differs from arranged marriage, which is part of some cultures, where, crucially, prospective spouses can choose not to go ahead with the arrangement. 

Forced marriage was made illegal in 2014 under the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act. 
The pressure put on people to marry against their will can be physical (including threats, actual physical violence and sexual violence) or emotional and psychological (for example, when someone is made to feel like they’re bringing shame on their family). Financial abuse (taking your wages or not giving you any money) can also be a factor.
Assisting in preventing forced marriage falls within Bishopton’s statutory general duty to safeguard pupils and to promote their welfare. The Keeping Children Safe in Education guidance and Working Together to Safeguard Children provides clarification on a school’s obligations. The Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) has also produced guidance titled “The Right to Choose: Multi-Agency Statutory Guidance for Dealing with Forced Marriage”.
Warning signs

Young people rarely feel able to disclose their feelings about forced marriage. However there are some warning signs that may indicate the possibility of an impending forced marriage:
· extended absence from school/college, truancy, drop in academic performance, low motivation, excessive parental restriction and control of movements, and history of siblings leaving education early to marry 
· children fearing school holidays

· surveillance by siblings or other families members at school
· pupils being prevented from engaging in careers talks or perusing further education or after school activities
· evidence of self-harm, treatment for depression, attempted suicide, social isolation, eating disorders or substance abuse 

· evidence of family disputes/conflict, domestic violence/abuse or running away from home
· sudden announcements of engagement. 

A young person demonstrating any of the above may not be necessarily at risk, but if you feel concerned about a potential forced marriage you should contact the school Safeguarding Officer who may contact the Children’s Hub.
National Support

Forced Marriage Unit (FMU)
The Foreign and Commonwealth Office’s Forced Marriage Unit (FMU) is raising awareness about forced marriage across the public sector. They provide expert advice to professionals, especially those confronted by forced marriage for the first time.
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/forced-marriage
Local Support

Halo Hope Programme

Halo Project is a new innovative project which will support victims of honour based violence and forced marriages by providing appropriate advice and support to victims. The programme of work with key partners provides required interventions and advice necessary for the protection and safety of victims.
Tel: 01642 863045
http://www.stocktonadvice.org.uk/halo/
Cleveland Police helpline CHOICE - a dedicated helpline to give advice and assistance to anyone who may be suffering from honour based violence, or has been, or may be forced into marriage. All the helpline staff have been trained in cultural awareness around honour based violence and forced marriage and treat all calls in the strictest confidence. 

Telephone number is: 0800 5 999 365
Monitoring and Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure accuracy of information.
Roles & Responsibilities
It is the whole school’s responsibility to be alert and aware of Forced Marriage and Honour based violence. 

The Safeguarding Team must be made aware of anyone’s concerns and will pass on the necessary concern to the Children’s Hub and the LADO and Cleveland Police CHOICE helpline.  

Pupils will also be made aware of Forced Marriage and their responsibility as active citizens to report any concerns they may have. Forced marriages will be covered in the schools PSHE curriculum. 
UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

Bishopton is a Rights Respecting School. Based on the principles of equality, dignity, respect, non-discrimination and participation. It places the rights of the child at the heart of everything it does including school policy and strategic planning. Our school community ensures that rights are learned, taught, practised, respected, protected and promoted. There are 54 articles in the UNCRC, (for a copy of these please ask the Rights Respecting Steering Group Chair) the following articles specifically underpin this policy:
	Article:
	Summary:

	1
	Definition of a child

	3
	Best interests of a child

	5
	Parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities

	6
	Life, survival and development

	7
	Birth registration, name, nationality, care

	8
	Protection and preservation of identity

	9
	Separating from parents

	10
	Family reunification

	11
	Abduction and non-return of children

	12
	Respect the views of the child

	14
	Freedom of thought, belief and religion

	15
	Freedom of association

	17
	Access to information from the media

	19
	Protection from violence, abuse and neglect

	26
	Social security

	27
	Adequate standard of living

	28
	Right to education

	29
	Goals of education

	30
	Children from minority or indigenous groups

	31
	Leisure, play and culture

	32
	Child labour

	34
	Sexual exploitation

	35
	Abduction, sale and trafficking

	36
	Other forms of exploitation

	37
	Inhumane treatment and detention

	38
	War and armed conflicts

	39
	Recovery from trauma and reintegration

	41
	Respect for the higher national standards

	42
	Knowledge of rights
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